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Lucrative jobs found off campus
Emily Holt
Staff Writer
While a large number ofSeattle
University students choose to work
on campus, there is a significant
amount of the population that
commutes in rain or shine, endures
the plight of the service industry
and pays taxes to Washington State
with regularized disdain.
Liz Power, sophomore English
and philosophy major, has worked
off campus throughout her Seattle
University experience. Last spring,
she worked at the Tully's Coffee
in the International District but
now currently works at the thrift
store connected to Lifelong Aids
Alliance.
According to Power, one of
the main advantages to her job is
the networking capabilities. On
Halloween she said that she met
many people who knew her merely
from working on the thrivingscene
that is Capitol Hill.
"Working there has been a social
tool [...] I bring my social life to
work," said Power. She said chose
to work off campus in part to meet
new people, since she already stud-
ies and lives with her peers.
"Ialso don't have to worry about
what Iwear," said Power, who sports
lip rings and tattoos.
She imagined that the
Admissions Offices or Law School
front desk would not be as hip as
her managers at Lifelong in terms
ofwhat she wanted to wear.
Power began her work at
Lifelong by volunteering, as part of
an introduction to psychology class,
while she was working full time
at Tully's. Optimally, she wanted
to work about 20 hours, but was
working 30 hours at Tully's, a job
that, because of its location in the
International District, also involved
a significant commute.
"The commute took
a lot more out of my
day," said Power.
Braden Van Dragt TheSpectator
Liz Power, sophomore English and philosophy major works at the Northwest Aids Alliance thrift shop.





The officer shone a light on the
two boys he had been chasing, or-
dering them to stop and put their
hands up. One of the boys, a 14-
year-old, complied, but the other, a
13-year-old, did not.
The younger boy still did not lis-
ten as the officer repeated his order,
and took off his jacket. It was after
he lifted his t-shirt and reached for
a black object that the police officer,
fearful the boy was carrying a gun,
fired twice, hitting the thirteen-year-
old in the leg.
The boy was carrying a cellular
phone inside a black case.
These events took place on Oct.
14, and have found their place
among other incidents of contro-
versy involving the Seattle Police
Department.
The controversy has become in-
tertwined with the Seattle U campus
due to the involvement ofKellye
Testy, the dean of the school oflaw,
on a police accountability panel set
up in response to the incidents.
The Seattle City Council's
Professional Accountability Panel
will investigate issues ofpolice con-
duct from a legal standpoint and
make recommendations to the city.
Testy is one of six legal ex-
perts taking part in the panel. She
speculated that one of the reasons
she was asked to join the panel per-
tained to Seattle University's repu-
tation as an institution focused on
social justice and ethics.
"Our law school is visible both in
academic excellence and education
for justice," said Testy.
Last week, the panel was sched-
uled to meet for the first time.
In addition to Seattle University's
representation on the city panel,
two Seattle U sociology professors
were asked to act as consultants for
a proposed NAACP panel. The in-
tention ofJamesBible, president of
the King County NAACP, was to







A potentially deadly, contagious
staph infection that has hit schools
across the nation gives new meaning
to the old adages ofwashing hands
and not picking noses.
Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus bacteria, or
MRSA, is a strain of staph, a nor-
mally mild skin infection in the
form ofboils or sores that may ap-
pear to be spider bites. MRSA, now
known as a "superbug," has devel-
oped a resistance to commonly used
antibiotics and has become much
more difficult to treat.
"Bugs are very smart," said
Tim Church, communications
director for the Washington
State Department of Health, or
WSDOH. "They begin to mutate
and change based on the medica-
tions used tokill them.That's what's
happened with MRSA."
Severe staph infections can enter
the bloodstream by destroying flesh
or entering through a pre-existing
wound, becoming life-threatening.
A recent study released by the
Journal of the American Medical
Association found that more than
90,000 people get potentially
deadly MRSA infections each year.
From 2005 surveillance data in nine
regions of the U.S., researchers es-
timated there are 18,650 deaths
annually related to MRSA, likely
surpassing AIDS related deaths in
the U.S.
A similar study conducted in
2003 found that almost 10 per-
cent ofhealthy people in the U.S.
are carriers of MRSA. While they
show no symptoms of the disease,
these carriers can spread the bacteria
to others by leaving it on surfaces
where MRSA can live for months,
according to a pamphlet released by
the WSDOH.
MRSA is most commonly car-
ried in people's noses and also on
their skin, but it is simple to prevent
the spread of the bacteria.
"The best way to protect your-
self and stop the spread of MRSA
is to wash your hands, avoid
touching your eyes and not pick
your nose," said Carol Wagner,




Redhawks tie SPU 1-1
Joey Anchondo TheSpectator
In a game with tournament hosting implications, Seattle University
fans came out in force to Interbay Stadium on Saturday,
for the match against Seattle Pacific University. Above,
Aaron Yoon, ASSU president, cheers on the team. HUi4
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nNow she bikes toLifelong. Although shesaid the atmosphere of
her work is more relaxed, she has
more to deal with, such as theft.
Power also noted the edge that
working off campus gives for fu-
ture employment.
"Taking on-campus jobs makes
it look like you are too scared to
go out into the real world, or that
you can't get a job there," said
Power. "Being in the mindset of
the business world, you are not in
a bubble [off campus]."
She added that people often
seem to be more polite to student
workers on campus because they
know they are a student first.
Power does not get extra time
off near finals, although she said
her managers have been fairly un-
derstanding ofher course load.
"[On campus] you are 100
percent student and 100 percent
employee [...] but out in the real
world, you are an employee first,
and not all managers are as accom-
modating," said Power.
When she does have to make
cuts in what gets done in terms
of her course work and work
schedule, she admits to living on a
small amount ofsleep and eating
on the go.
While some students work off
campus for a change of pace and
social interaction, some do the work
because of the higher pay available
outside ofSeattle U.
Ted Davenport, sophomore phi-
losophy and English major, works
at the Blockbuster on Broadway.
Because he could work more hours
at Blockbuster than at an on campus
job and becausehe wouldget higher
pay, Davenport chose to apply.
Proximity to campus and a lack
of available work study were also
factors for him.
"If I could get a comparable pay-
check, 1 would work on campus,"
said Davenport.
While many on-campus jobs
hire students for about ten hours
a week, Davenport can work 20 to
25 hours at Blockbuster.
He also noted that there are
many off-campus jobs where stu-
dents can do their homework.
"While I get better professional
experience than [such students],
there are on-campus jobs where you
do have to work," said Davenport.
His work schedule often cuts
into his social life, since he regularly
works closing shifts at Blockbuster,
which last until 1 a.m. on weekends
and 12 a.m. on weeknights, but the
strain on his social life is not enough
to make him quit.
"It is a pretty significant cut into
my social life, but ifI didn't work, I
would have no money to have a so-
cial life," said Davenport. "I would
have more time, but no money."
His managers have been fairly
understanding about him being a
full-time student as well, allowing
him to take less hours during finals
week
"Occasionally 1 get over-
whelmed with homework, but for
the most part, it is not too bad," said
Davenport.
While sophomores may have
gotten the knack in balancing work
and study, some say taking an off
campus job as a freshman can be
harder to handle.
Regina Dove, freshman inter-
national business major, works at
the Meredith Matthews YMCA on
Capitol Hill. She had the job during
the summer, working at day camps
and when offered aposition helping
with day care for the schoolyear, she
took it. She said her job was compa-
rable to a workstudy position at the
front desk ofa residence hall.
"If I could have an on-campus
job,I would, because they don'ttake
out taxes," said Dove. "[But] I like
my jobbecause I get to meet people
in the community."
If I could get a
comparable paycheck,
I'd work on campus.
Ted Davenport
Sophomore
According to Rita Lin, payroll
and endowment fund manager in
Student Financial Services, on-
campus work study positions take
out federal income tax, but do not
take outFICA and Medicare taxes
for full-time students.
Dove handles school and her
other activities during the week
because she works on weekends.
She has to be at work at 7 a.m.
on weekends, which she said can
dampen her Friday nights.
"On-campus jobs cater to you
[...] while off-campus jobs treat
you like a normal person and give
you normal hours," said Dove.
She also tutors at the YMCA,
working about 20 hours a week
and does the same at an elemen-
tary school for two more hours a
week on top of her school work
while continuing to live on
campus.
While all jobsrequire the abil-
ity to balance school work and the
demands ofone's managers, many
students choose work off campus
for the opportunities it opens into
the greater business world. As
commuting whether via bike, bus
or car can take out more precious
moments in the students already
too-short day, many choose to
work nearby campus if they can.
But the demands of income
and the attractiveness ofa job fac-
tor in as well. As Power pointed
out, students are naturally pressed
for time, any way they cut it.
Emily can be reached at
holtel @seattleu.edu
news
Kolvenbach Community exemplifies Jesuit ideals
Ashley See
Staff Writer
Seattle University is doing its
part to make the Emerald City glis-
ten greener with its newest housing
expenditure.
Located on 13th Street and
Barclay Court, the Kolvenbach
Community houses seven Seattle
U students trying to live more sus-
tainable lives.
The two yellow houses face one
another: theMercy Housefor males,
the Hope House for females. Both
have signs in their lawns, announc-
ing to the street that theywere built
green.
More than just a sustainable
alternative to dorm living, the
Kolvenbach Community symbol-
izes a new way for students: an in-
tentional community.
"It's a place where people can
come home and talk with their
roommates about their volunteer-
ing, to reflect on it—it makes the
service apart ofour daily life," said
Matt Salazar, a juniorhumanities for
teaching study and founder of the
community.
In order to qualify to apply for
housing in the new community,
students must have a strong inter-
est and leadership andvolunteering.
Once selected, each resident must
commit five servicehours per week,
for the entire year.
Where the residents serve is their
choice, as long as the Center for
Service approves their selection as a
place that truly needs help.
Though there's no official RA,
Salazar is the "Head Resident" of
the two households.
Last school year, Salazar attended
a Jesuit conference, where he saw
others who had utilized similarly
unorthodox methods of student
housing and decided to propose the
same option for Seattle U.
In early January, Salazar began
talking with Housing and Residence
Life and learned that the school al-
ready owned two houses off-campus.
According to him, the university was
eagerto remodel the homes the right
way.
Why would you
want just an ordinary
house? This is Seattle,




The university decided to com-
plement the residents' humanitar-
ian attitude by making the homes
as green as possible. Karen Price,
Campus Sustainability Manager
and the face behind many recent
eco-friendly changes around cam-
pus, was the head consultant in the
home remodels.
"When it came time to spend-
ing money on supplies, we exam-
ined what would cost us less in the
long term," said Price. "We could
have bought the cheapest available
supplies, but instead we chose to
factor in maintenance and cleaning
into replacement costs."
Price was able to educate all par-
ties involved in what living sustain-
able is and how to build a home to
compliment such a lifestyle.
In their construction, Price
wanted to conserve water, energy
and an overall reduction ofgreen-
house gas emissions over the life of
the home.
To conserve water, the
Kolvenbach homes use energy/wa-
ter-efficient dishwashers, dual flush
toilets, front loading wash machine
and faucet aerators, which mix air
with water to reduce the water a
fixture puts out without reducing
water pressure.
"Why would you want just an
ordinary house? This is Seattle,
people want to see green features—
something different," said Price.
At the beginning of the quarter,
Price was able to showcase the fin-
ished homes in an open-house. Price
saidpeople were mostimpressed that
Seattle U made sure the houses were
constructed as green as possible.
Price has also met with the resi-
dents to advise them on caring for
the specialty green features, such as
cork flooring.
All of these sustainable features
have only made it easier for these
students to promote their vision of
service and social justice.
Every Wednesday the residents
meet to discuss their service and on
Fridays have dinners where various
guests, from activists to professors
visit their homes. Over dinner, the
residents and guests discuss local
and global issues alike.
In what Salazar refers to as a
'building quarter,' there is a bit of
imbalance in his house. Until re-
cently, Salazar was living alone,
due to maximum capacity housing
rates, two random males moved in.
Despite Salazar's invites, the two
have chosen not to be a part of the
service living.
"I'm not going to force them
to participate. These days I've been
hanging out more in the women's
house; we share [similar] values,"
he says.
With difficulties recruiting,
Tim Albert, assistant director of
Housing and Residence Life thinks
the Kolvenbach spaces were hard
to fill because the community is so
specialized and new.
Albert anticipates that the
Kolvenbach will fill quickly in the
future.
Salazar is excited about the po-
tential growth and is eager to see
what happens in the years to come.
In the meantime, Salazar and the
residents have been busy building
traditions and living in a way that
exemplifies the Jesuit tradition.
Ashley can be reached at
seea@seattleu.edu
Braden Van Dragt The Spectator
Sophomores Carrie Pillers, a business management major, Marianne
Mork, a humanitiesmajor and Emily Cohen, a liberal studies and theol-
ogy major, chose to be a part of the new Kolvenbach Community.
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BMRSA is also prevent-ed by frequent clean-
ing with disinfectants
and regularly washing clothes
and bedding. Hospitals, nursing
homes, gyms, daycares and col-
lege residence halls are hot spots
for contracting MRSA because of
the heavy density of people and
the difficultly of keeping such
large facilities clean, according to
Church.
The majority ofMRSA infec-
tions are contracted in health care
facilities, where people are more
vulnerable because they are al-
ready sick, Church said. A survey
conducted earlier this year said
MRSA infections affect 46 out of
every 1,000 hospital and nursing
home patients.
In comparison, there were only
14,000 communityacquired cases
of MRSA in 2005, according to
an estimation by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
However, a recent flurry ofre-
ported cases have drawn national
attention to MRSA, Church
said.
MRSA has been blamed for
the deaths of a 17-year-old high
school senior in Virginia and a 14-
year-old Brooklyn middle-school
student.
Additionally, John Jones, 46,
died from MRSA at Harborview
Medical Center on Oct. 31, ac-
cording to the King County
Medical Examiner's Office.
At least 14 cases have been
reported to the Indiana Public
Schools, and 10 members ofan
athletic team at lona College in
New Rochelle, N.Y. have been
diagnosed with MRSA.
A high school in Port
Townsend, Wash, closed its ath-
letic facilities for a weekafter a stu-
dent was diagnosed with MRSA,
and a second case, as well as two
more potential MRSA infections,
have forced the school to close
its preschool. The University of
Colorado at Boulder has already
reported eight cases ofMRSA this
year, two ofwhich were contracted
in university dormitories.
But Seattle University hasn't
seen any cases of MRSA yet
this year, according to Maura
O'Connor, director ofthe Student
Health Center.
O'Connor, who has worked
for the Health Center for five
years, has only seen two cases of
MRSA during her tenure, both
of them last year. One case was
contracted in a hospital, and the
Health Center assisted with fol-
low-up care.
The second cas.e was com-
munity-acquired but was minor,
O'Connor said.
Daily cleaning with disinfec-
tants by residence hall custodial
staff is instrumental in curbing the
spread ofcontagious diseases, ac-
cording to O'Connor.
But a case of MRSA believed
to be acquired in the residence
halls would not be taken lightly.
"If the student lived on cam-
pus, we would notify Housing
so that special attention could be
focused on cleaning that floor,"
O'Connor said.
Despite the high possibility of
MRSA infections in athletic facili-
ties, none have been seen by ath-
letic trainers among student ath-
letes, said Gwen Johnson, assistant
athletic trainerat Seattle U.
A number of precautions are
taken to prevent the spread of
MRSA and regular staph infec-
tions, Towels are only used once,
a strong disinfectant is used for
regular cleaning and athletes must
shower before entering the whirl-
pools, according to Johnson.
If a case were to be discovered,
the athletics staffwould follow a
protocol determined by the team
doctor, and great care would be
taken to prevent the spread ofin-
fections, Johnson said.
"It's not something we would
want anybody to be exposed to,"
said Johnson.
Multiple community-acquired
MRSA cases on campus would
prompt the university to notify
King County Public Healthso that
an investigation could determine
whether there was a commonality
among the cases, said O'Connor.
But contacting King County
Public Health would be only
for the investigative assistance of
that department and not to of-
ficially report a case or outbreak.
Currently MRSA is not a report-
able disease in most states, includ-
ing Washington, O'Connor said.
This means an organization is not
required to report a case of MRSA
to any public health department
and that, even if reported, the
number of cases are not counted
for research and analysis.
Part of thereason why it is not
tracked by the state ofWashington
is a lack of funding, according to
Church, who said there is no fund-
ing for MRSA tracking or preven-
tion education at this time.
Experts don't think knowing
the exact number ofMRSA cases
would be helpful in treating the
disease.
"We generally track diseases
that if we know more informa-
tion about them, we can take ac-
tion to prevent them," Church
said. "We're not sure knowing the
number ofMRSA cases would re-
ally help us prevent it."
But others think it would be
important that health care facilities
report the number of cases they
treat so patterns could be identi-
fied as to where people were con-
tracting MRSA, Wagner said.
Government tracking could be
vital in determining whether cer-
tain hospitals were failing to pro-
tea their patients from MRSA and
other infections through proper
cleaning and sanitation.
"It's really a serious public
health issue," Wagner said, not-
ing that the Washington State
Hospital Association has tried for
the past two years to pass legisla-
tion to track MRSA in the state.
Recent national attention
may help realize that goal, as Sen.
Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., has
called for a nationwide reporting
system for MRSA.
Joshua can be reached at
Iynchjl@seattleu.edu
Grant promotes active learning
Emily Holt
Staff Writer
The biochemistry program at
Seattle University received a grant
early this fall from the National
Science Foundation to promote
the department's advances in the
active-learning approach to edu-
cation. The funds will go toward
testing, evaluating and constructing
workshops that will develop active-
learning.
This grant enables the depart-
ment to pass its knowledge and
materials on to other universi-
ties, while still developing its own
methods.
Active-learning denotes a style of
teaching primarily without lecture.
In this approach, known as "process
oriented guided general inquiry," or
POGIL, students begin by explor-
ing topics independently and work
in groups to develop understanding
of the essential concepts. Later, they
apply their understanding to practi-
cal problems.
Although POGIL can work
with lectures, Seattle U has taught
biochemistry without lecturing
the past 10years and has had great
success.
According to Jenny Loertscher,
the Clare Booth Luce assistant pro-
fessor in chemistry, tests are harder
than they used to be when profes-
sors were only lecturing, but stu-
dents are performing better.
These tests include complex
problems in the place of matching
or multiple choice questions.
"We had this program actively
in existence, and that is why [the
National Science Foundation]
funded us," said Loertscher.
The ultimate goal for profes-
sors like Loertscher is to publish
the materials—workbooks and
modules available through sub-
scription—that Seattle U uses in its
active-learning approaches, so that
other universities can also benefit.
This effort will be aided greatly by
the National Science Foundation
grant.
"When you teach this way, it
helps students learn other skills that
are not content-based," said Vicky
Minderhout, associate professor of
chemistry. "It is a way for students
to appropriate other skills sets."
Since last January, Minderhout
and Loertscher have been the two
professors primarily working on
getting the grant.
Cognitive research studies have
shown that students learn best
with this active-learning method.
Assessments of POGIL in various
universities have also shown that
the implementations of the pro-
gram result in al2 percent decrease
in rate of grades ofD or F without
an accompanying withdrawal from
the class.
"The number one priority here
is that students learn biochemistry
appropriately, and in the process of
doing that, we help students learn
these skills," said Loertscher.
These skills entail communicat-
ing about difficult concepts with
professors and students and shar-
ing information in a cooperative
manner. According to Minderhout,
this approach also makes the learn-
ing process more visible, and thus
easier to assess, to the professor.
"Otherwise, [without thisactive-
learning] our only communication
with students is on the exam or in
office hours," said Minderhout.
According to her, it is often too late
by the time of the exam.
"If we are teachers, it is not
about the exam, it is about learn-
ing," said Minderhout.
Loertscher and Minderhout are
certainly not alone in this approach.
The NewYork Times sciencesection
recently told the story of Harvard
physics professor Eric Mazur, who
began using active-learning when
he realized that students had de-
veloped a mathematically systemic
way of solving problems without
having any actual understanding of
the concepts behind them.
"It is overwhelming to try to
learn individual facts without
the underlying concepts behind
them," said Loertscher. "Students
get much further ahead when they
can ultimately do [their work] on
their own, and it builds confidence
when they can solve problems on
their own."
One ofMinderhout's biochem-
istry students, Bonnie Wong, was
not expecting to like the class from
the beginning due to the different
teaching style and almost did not
take it. She is a non-traditional pre-
med student with a BA in geology,
so she has already experienced dif-
ferent teaching methods and has
taught other students.
"This is the first science class
that I have actually enjoyed," said
Wong. She is currently looking at
medical schools that employ these
teaching methods.
Seattle U is among the first of
the universities to have a compre-
hensive set of materials and pro-
gramming already in existence. A
key aspect of the grant s use will be
to fund workshops in which profes-
sors are trained in these new teach-
ing methods.
According to Loerscher and
Minderhout, because the trend is
that teachers often naturally teach
the way that they were taught,
there can be a lack of innovation
in teaching.
"Students have all differentsorts
of learning styles and this approach
enriches them," said Loertscher.
"The most important thing is to
have different options and differ-
ent teaching styles."
A non-lecture based class is a
very foreign concept for many pro-
fessors at Seattle U, according to
Loertscher. She emphasized, how-
ever, thatalthough these classes do
not have lectures, they still have
structure.
According to Minderhout, all
science courses at Seattle U em-
ploy these methods at least some
of the time.
Larger universities, such as the
University ofWashington, employ
active-learning in different ways.
Students in chemistry classes there
are often required to buy hand-
held clickers used to electronically
survey students' understanding of
concepts after a large lecture.
According to Minderhout, this
process is less personal.
"Small schools allow some win-
dow into what students are think-
ing. As a country, we do need some-
thing for the 300 person classes, but
[...] students can disappear in this
process," said Minderhout.
According to Loertscher, the
new developments in active-learn-
ing promoted by this grant are not
a direct response to increased en-
rollment. She said that new labs,
built in response to the increased
enrollment at the university, will
facilitate such options of innova-
tive teaching.
Ultimately, the grant allows a
continuation of innovative ways
that, in the eyes of biochemistry
professors, will facilitate more ef-
fective learning.
Emily can be reached at
hottel@seattleu.edu
Jackie Canchola TheSpectator
Vicky Minderhout, associate professor ofchemistry, checks the prog-
ress of her students in an effort to promote active learning.
MRSA moves west
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nThe panel came outof Bible's concern that
groups like the com-
mittee Testy is on will not be able
to serve justice from a perspective
that is truly representative of the
community.
The Seattle U professors, Mako
Fitts and Gary Perry, have not yet
met with the NAACP panel, but
said that they were approached be-
cause the group was looking for sup-
port from an academic perspective.
"You always have to be mindful
of any sort of process that doesn't
necessarily value community input,
especially one that involves the way
that people interact with local law
enforcement," said Fitts.
Testy agreed with this sentiment,
and added that suspicion can often
accompany insular political conver-
sations that do not direcdy include
community advocates.
"I think there's always the worry
that a committee set up by a politi-
cian, and not the people, won't con-
duct a searching review," said Testy.
The first panel set up to deal with
investigating claims ofpolice mis-
conduct was formed on June 29 by
Mayor Greg Nickels.
This panel, part of the Office
of Professional Accountability for
the Seattle Police Department, was
charged with reviewing how inves-
tigations into officer behavior were
conducted. It also assessed the behav-
ior ofPolice ChiefGilKerlikowske,
who had been accused ofinterfering
in the investigations ofofficers ac-
cused ofpoor behavior.
Not everyone was thrilled with
the panel's performance, including
Bible, who called it an "illusion of
fairness."
Bible met Fitts at a rally in
Columbia City in June, where the
talk involved issues of gentrifica-
tionand function of the police, and
asked if she wouldbe interested in
consulting for a citizen's panel to re-
view accusations from a new point
ofview.
Both Fitts and Perry agreed that
their expertise has lent them an
important perspective on the issue,
especially in terms of their under-
standing of police actions in a social
context.
"As a sociologist, I've been inter-
ested in looking at issues ofpolice
action as part of a broader conver-
sation about urban changes," said
Perry.
From a sociological perspective,
increased police activity can have
broad implications.
"Often, police misconduct is
a precursor for cases of forced re-
moval," said Perry. "Some acts of the
police, particularly brutality, seem
to [...] function as a way for police
to say, 'We are going to protect this





on a local level.
Mako Fitts
Sociology Professor
The issues ofpolice brutality and
accountability have recently fueled
greater concern in the Seattle area.
The professors explain this trend as
possibly being a part of the urban
shift that has characterized recent
development in the city.
Fitts also added that national
and internationalevents can trickle
down to the local scene.
"Because we're in a heightened
state of protection, we should un-
derstand how that broader milieu
impacts people on a local level," said
Fitts. "I don't necessarily think that
the issue of police accountability is
that far from the reality that we are
atwar."
Perry also added that the conver-
sationoriginally cameabout because
ofthe involvement oflocal commu-
nity groups, emphasized by rallies
like the one that brought Fitts and
Bible together in June.
Fitts pointed out that she sees
Seattle's image as an especially ac-
cepting city, in terms of race and
class, as little more than a myth.
She continues to assert what she
sees as a necessity for a civilian panel
in the wake ofthe fact that thereare,
as she said, "a few bad cops who have
yet to be reprimanded."
Fitts said that concerns such as
these have not reached the ears of
the SPD, and added that the author-
ity and impact that committees like
the NAACP panel may have remains
up in the air.
Testy said she believes that the
formulation ofa panel that utilizes
perspectives like these will only be
beneficial to the greater conversation
on police accountability.
"I think it's always good for the
NAACP to encourage conversation
around race and society," said Testy.
"[lts] done a lot of us a service by
moving things up from under the
surface."
Chris can be reached at
kisselc@seattleu.edu
Michael can be reached at
lissette@seattleu.edu
Julie-Ann Ignacio The Spectator
Kellye Testy, School ofLaw dean, will be part of the Seattle City Coun-
cil's Professional Accountability Panel to evaluate SPD conduct.




Airplanes, Scott Carson, spoke to
an overflowing Pigott Auditorium
about the necessities of a successful
career, providing the room with 10
lessons for how to stay on the track
they want.
Carson shared candid stories
during his speech relating to the
10 lessons and answered panelists'
questions confidently. But overall,
Carson seemed intent on passing
on life lessons.
"Whatever job your in, execute
it like its the last job you'll ever have
and it won't be. If you treat every
job like that the opportunities are
endless," said Carson.
The 10 lessons Carson gave were
divided between achieving success
in thebusiness worldand more per-
sonal objectives.
The business side of the lessons
included seeking opportunities to
improve oneself, confidence, adapt-
ability and relationship building.
Carson warned the audience
against over-planning their careers
too early in life and missing out
on opportunities that may side-
step the plan but offer a chance for
growth.
"The important thing is the long
view—if you know what you're try-
ing to do then disappointments are
merely steps along the path to that
ultimate goal," said Carson.
Carson started working for
Boeing in 1973 and, after working
over 20 jobs before entering his
current position, Carson empha-
sized that every employment holds
opportunities.
In response to panelist's ques-
tions about leadership qualities,
Carson said most employers look
for attitude.
"You can teach almost anything
else, but you can't teach attitude,"
he said.
For sophomore accounting and
finance majorTaylor Lane, Carson's
speech gave the voice ofexperience
to what he learns in class.
You can teach almost




"He was pretty confident in his
answers. I liked the thing about at-
titude," said Lane.
Even though Lane said he was
unsure of what career path he will
take, a piece ofCarson's advice he'll
keep with him is, "whateveryou do,
make sure you're the best at it."
Carson drifted from the busi-
ness advice and encouraged aspir-
ing businessmen and women to
take risks, stand for something,
be accountable and "put more en-
ergy into the room than you take
from it."
Robert Wahl, first year grad
student in the MBA program and
a Boeing project manager on the
747-8 program, said he was thank-
ful for the opportunity to hear
Carson speak, especially regard-
ing his role in how he's shaping
leadership.
"Overall it was a good presen-
tation. I think he gets a lot of his
intelligence from experience. That
alone brings his own culture to the
company, which is pretty impres-
sive," said Wahl.
Apart from lessons on finding
success in business, Carson also
answered pointed questions on the
business industry, job outsourcing
and the upcoming shift in power
that will place younger employees
in high-level positions earlier than
some consider standard.
To answer questions about
the innovations in the aerospace,
Carson said, "The industry will
continue to mcfrph with time.
The bulk of technology will evolve
around fuels and economy."
In addition to improvements on
fuel efficiency, Carson also believes
that single pilot or pilot-less flight
are within reach.
One audience member raised
concern about the percentage of
persons in top leadership positions
scheduled to retire in the next 10
and 20 years, but Carson said he
didn't see this as disconcerting for
Boeing or other industries.
"We, in the industry, I don't
think we challenge young peo-
ple enough. I have much more
optimism about youth and youth's
ability," said Carson.
But, Carson shortly added that
moments offailure will be inherent
to youth in these top positions and
actually encouraged it in conjunc-
tion with growth.
"Test people and let them fail.
Failing is okay as long as it doesn't
become a habit," said Carson.
After taking questions about
the industry and potential hiccups,
Carson rounded out theevening by
emphasizing the importance of pas-
sion in success.
"Find something you're passion-
ate about. Sometimes you need to
give it a little time, but don't so
over-engineer your life that you
miss opportunities right in front of
you," said Carson. "This is a really,
really long life and you have to do
something you love."
Jessica can be reached at
vangilde@seattleu.edu
Julie-Ann Ignacio The Spectator
Scott Carson gives life advice to an overflowing Pigott Auditorium.
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SU celebrates Latino Heritage Week
Kelly Glenn
Volunteer Writer
Dozens of Seattle University
students and communitymembers
gathered together last Monday
night in the first of a series of
events for Latino Heritage Week,
Monday's event, "Encuentro Con
Nuestras Raices," or "Encountering
our Roots," focused on the iden-
tity of indigenous people in Latin
America.
The week's events celebrat-
ing Latino heritage ranged from
poetry readings to panel discus-
sions.The keynote speaker for
the event was Pedro Victoriano
Cruz, the Secretary-Treasurer of
the United Nations Indigenous
Commission for the Development
of Communications Technologies
in the Americas (ICCTA). Cruz
gave a speech about the struggles
of his people, the P'urhepecha, as
indigenous people ofMexico.
"The most serious problem is
not being understood," he said.
Misunderstanding, he said, is
why different cultures around the
world continue fighting.
"We have a short time here," said
Cruz "We shouldn't be fighting."
Cruz also felt it was impor-
tant that people of all ages look
to their grandparents for wisdom
to learn about their past, adding
that "Someday they will all be
grandparents. They need to have a
response for their kids when they
ask questions."
The event also featured a short
presentation by Antonio Flores, an
immigrant from Mexico, who spoke
about battling stereotypes ofimmi-
grants. He hoped to give students a
new perspective on immigration.
"We are not savages," hesaid. "It's
not what you see in the news."
When someone asked what
Seattle University students could
do to support immigrants' rights,
Flores made it clear that more than
money is needed.
"Support activities like these, so
you can see another face of the im-
migrant.," Flores advised as a more
sufficient way to support immigrant
rights.
Cruz also hopes that students
will learn to see another side of the
immigrant and recognize that much
ofwhat they are told about immi-
grants is not real.
"They onlywant to give back to
their country and families," he said.
"They are not asking for fish, only
the permission to go fishing."
Encuentro Con Nuestras Raices
was sponsored in large part by the
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano
de Azdan, (MEChA), a student club
on campus. MEChA co-chair Aldo
Resendiz, a sophomore humanities
for teaching major, also gave a short
talk about his experience growing
up in Mexico. Resendiz said he
never witnessed discrimination at
home, but when he arrived in the
United States it was magnified. He
said he hopes this event helped oth-
er Latinos to see that they all share
the same heritage.





"We all come from the same
roots," he said.
MEChA co-chair, liberal stud-
ies major Monica Reyes, defines a
Chicano as any person growing up
Latino in the United States.
The club exists as a way for the
Chicano community at Seattle
University to support and encour-
age each other, as well as to retain
their culture, she said. Reyes also
explained the importance of host-
ing this event, which was open to
the school.
"The main reason to host this
event was because so often you as-
sociate Mexicans with a mariachi
band or a pinata," she said. "You
forget about representing the true
indigenous culture."
Reyes said she hopes the event
helped others to celebrate the rich
language and culture ofthe indig-
enous people, as well as become
more aware of the oppression that
still occurs.
A number of students also
expressed their thoughts about the
event. Matt Zarate, a sophomore
civil engineering major, said the
event helped him to think about
immigrants in a new way.
"They had a different perspec-
tive," Zarate said.
Freshman Yesenia Sanchez, a
chemistry pre-med major, enjoyed
Cruz's discussion.
"What I thought was cool
was the importance given to wis-
dom, rather than knowledge," she
noted.
The week was filled with other
informative events as well. Tuesday
featured a panel discussion entitled
"Indigenous Identity," in which a
group of Chicano students shared
about their lives growing up in the
United States asLatinos with indig-
enous roots.
On Wednesday, students gath-
ered to watch the Mexican film
"Erendira: la Indomable," a story
about a P'urhepecha woman who
fights Spanish conquistadors to
protect her people. Thursdays event
was apoetry reading of pre-Colum-
bian and indigenous poetry.
The week finished with an
elaborate display for Dia de los
Muertos, or Day of the Dead.
Latino students prepared altars
which were showcased in Xavier
Hall on Friday. Altars prepared on
Dia de los Muertos, Nov. 1 and 2,
are meant to honor loved ones who
have passed away.
Students placed brightly colored
food, candy, flowers, candles and
gifts on the altars, as well as pho-
tos of their deceased, to remember
them and bring them comfort in
the afterlife.
Resendiz said he felt the festivi-
ties of the week accomplished their
purpose.
"It raised the awareness of in-
digenous issues among those who
attended our events," he said.
Overall, Encuentro Con
Nuestras Raices reiterated the im-
portance of remembering one's
roots, a message Cruz intends to
spread.
"Our roots are our strength,"
he said.
Kelly can be reached at
glennk@seattleu.edu
Jackie Canchola TheSpectator
MEChA club president Aldo Resendiz, a sophomore, helped coordinate Latino Awareness Week. He
constucted altars to celebrate Dia de Los Muertos, or Day of the Day Dead, in Xavier Hall on Friday.
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Earn a Seattle University Certificate of TESOL in 4 weeks
• Earn Credits from Seattle University
• Credits may apply to Master's Programs or JtKKfjKK&B
ESL endorsement
• 11 Four Week Intensive start dates per year
• Day, Evening and Online classes available
www.SCHOOLOFTESL.com
r The School Of Teaching ESL 9620 Stone Avun. Suite 101, Seattle, Wfl
iflftPPH (In cooperation with Seattle University) Tel: 206-781-8607 STESLinfo@seattleu.edu
For Sale: Cute female yorkie puppy for sale. She is good withkids and
all other animal as well. She is so sweet, playful and smart! She likes to
cuddle and is soft. You won't want to let her go! A guarantee of health.
Champion Bloodlines from USA. stiffylouise@nopi.net
Art Studio: Gate Way Art Studio is looking for part time account
managers and sales representatives, Job Location: Florida, Salary:
$2,800 + Benefits, Experience Required: 0 Above, Required: Must
be Computer Literate, For more information please send e-mail to
s_storestoneol@yahoo.com
Help Wanted: Part Part Time Job Offer @ Vision Art Galleries!
Description: As part of our expansion programmed, we are a new
and small company looking for home account managers and sales
representatives on a part-time job basis. You can earn about $1000
weekly. Requirements - Should be computer literate; 2-3 hours access
to the internet weekly; must be over 18yrs of age; must be efficient and
dedicated. If you are interested and need more information. Contact us
via email at: visionartgalleryl@yahoo.com
Book Keeper: Due to the renovation and expansion scheme a small
company is looking for part time work from homebook keeper, it pays
$3000 a month plus benefits and takes only little of your time. Please
contact us for more details. RequirementsShould be acomputer literate.
2-3 hours access to the internet weekly. Must be over 19yrs of age.
Must be efficient and dedicated. If you are interested and need more
information, please send e-mail to: quarrierscharityhome@hotmail.com
Contact name: Stacy Long
Help Wanted: Employment Type: Full-Time, Part-Time, Summer/
Internship. Are you ready to go the extra mile? When you work for Dollar
Thrifty Automotive Group the possibilities are endless. Flexible Work
Schedule. Fun Working Environment. Great Earning Potential. Promote
From Within Culture. Tuition Reimbursement. Success Is closer than you
think. Visit us at www.dtag.com for employment opportunities in your
area, email for more info at: kimberlyo2@yafioo.com
Help Wanted: As part of our expansion programme, a small company
is looking for part time work from homeaccount managers and sales
representatives, itpays $2000 a month plus benefits and takes only little
of your time.Please contact usfor more details. 2-3 hours access to the
internet weekly. Must be efficient and dedicated. If you are interested
and need more information, please send e-mail to: alexeycompanyoo2@
yahoo.co.uk contact number;- +447024075484
7"I f£vF
marketplace November 7, 20076 the spectator |
George Fox University
Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology
psyd.georgefox.edu
Accredited by the American Psychological Association










Looking for Freshmen, Sopho-
mores, Juniors, and Seniors!
Volunteers are needed to sit on
CLASS COUNCILS.
Be part of the your class group that
Builds Community













SKI/SN< ■ OARD INSTRUCT* >
2007/2008 SEASON
Have you considered sharing your Skiing/Riding
interest through the art of teaching?
We are looking for intermediate to advjJHfykiers
and Riders to bring their passion fojjtifce sport to
others through the art
Prior Experience as a
required. 4*^"*
Clinic, Pre Season Training
Oup gosM KksiPros
sary to ifl Essful vnH IMfefi|[j^^achilfl^peri-
ence. lr
The Ski slbool
There are two 6 weeks in length. Class
lengths
We have that Teach Wednesday
through StfjpPvTPart Time Pros Teach Saturday,




f 1# Championship Field
e. SOCCER
Women's Soccer NCAA Division II Playoffs
First Round
Chico State v. Cal State Los Angeles
Friday, Nov. 9-1 p.m.
Women's Soccer NCAA Division II Playoffs
Chico/CS LA winner v. Seattle U
Sunday, Nov. 11-1 p.m.




Seattle University travels tough road to D-I
Mike Baldwin
Staff Writer
Most students are aware of
Seattle Us Division I past. Now the
institution is faced with questions
about the future.
As Seattle U formally begins
its journey toward full D-I classi-
fication, attention has been shifted
from the decision to do so to what
lies ahead for the university.
When the men's basketball team
took on Kentucky Saturday Nov. 3,
it marked the first significant foray
into D-I competition for Seattle U
since it moved to D-II over 20 years
ago. Students excitement seemed to
lack leading up to the rematch of
the 1958 title game.
Mike Gillian, head men's basket-
ball coach at Longwood University
in Virginia, which just completed
the five-year path to D-I status, said
this reaction is typical ofmost small
universities making the D-I move.
"You have to go into this under-
standing that there will bean initial
reaction of'why are we doing this?"'
said Gillian. "People like theircom-
fort zones."
That kind of reaction from the
campus population can make cru-
cial aspects of the athletic depart-
ment difficult, especially recruiting.
Seattle U will be going from an ath-
letic department that has become
national contenders in nearly every
sport, even bordering on domi-
nance in certain areas at the D-II
level, to being the underdog at D-I.
But Gillian says that idea oflaying
foundation for the future can also
be a motivational tool.
"I tell my guys coming in that in
eight to 10years, when Longwood is
playing in the national tournament,
thatperson sitting next to them will
be the same person who asked why
we were doing this," said Gillian.
Beyond recruiting, schools mak-
ing the transition to the D-I level
face problems playing an indepen-
dent schedule and lacking adequate
facilities needed to impress poten-
tial recruits.
"The two things that are most
difficult are finding a conference to
play in and getting facilities up to
par," said Ron Cottrell, head men's
basketball coach at Houston Baptist
University, which is in the same
stage of the process as Seattle U.
Outside ofhaving sub-par facili-
ties, falling behind in the university
recruiting race can have an adverse
affect on scheduling. Schools with
poorer facilities may have a tougher
time scheduling home games with
bigger schools.
"We haven't had much trou-
ble getting games," said Cottrell.
"Getting home games, however,
has been very difficult."
Houston Baptist used to have
15 to 17 home games at the NAIA
level, but this year was only able to
schedule eight. As a result much
of the season will be spent play-
ing on the road in front of hostile
crowds.
Whatever the difficulties facing
Seattle U's athletic department, it
seems that all schools that made
a bid to return to D-I before the
NCAA's decision to impose a four-
year moratorium on D-I applica-
tions are citing other positives for
the university as a whole.
"When you get down to it,
you're really talking about an in-
stitutional change, not an athletics
change," said Gillian.
Raising the profile of the intitu-
tion is the common goal ofschools
making the move. While Seattle
U was already setting admissions
records in the three years leading
up to their D-I move, Gillian and
Cottrell both say the increased name
recognition that comes from being a
D-I school is almost a certainty to
raise admissions.
"When you raise the profile of
your school, you'regoing to raise ad-
missions," said Gillian. Longwood
has set admissions records in each
of the four years it has been in the
process and HBU saw its freshman
enrollment rise over 50 percent the
year after it announced its return to
D-I athletics.
"It's all part of a plan," said
Cottrell, "and eventually the ath-
letics department will be brought
into it."
However, part of raising that
profile has to do with how success-
ful the sports teams are. Gilliansaid
his school benefited from rising suc-
cess in the basketball program and
NCAA, tournamentappearances for
women's soccer and men's golf.
"Has it been successful?" asked
Gillian. "You tell me. Four years
ago, had you heard ofLongwood?
And now why have you?"
While Houston Baptist and
Longwood face tougher competi-
tion in terms of larger universities
in their immediatearea, Gillian says
Seatde U has a better chance at suc-
cess due to its location and the fact
that, outside ofUW, no other major
university will be competing for lo-
cal recruitment.
Despite other challenges for the
universities athletics, Gillianadmits
the hardest thing will be matching
the play of other teams at the D-I
level.
'"The difficulty is that you are
going to compete at a level where
schools have been doing it for a
while, so it's hard to meet that level
ofplay right away," said Gillian.
The greatest challenges any ath-
letic department faces in rising to
that level ofcompetition is financial.
As the university attempts to fin-
ish its 30-year process from nearly
bankrupt to becoming the premier
private institution in thenorthwest,
Cottrell said finding the financial
support for the program will be the
biggest obstacle in theroad toward
becoming contenders.
"It all hinges on money," said
Cottrell. "It's just a matter of get-
ting outand getting the fundraising
you need."






Facilities Upgrades planned for
compete at Division I
Basketball Arena:
Starting next year men's basketball will
I competitors. Eventually, they hope t
back to campus by building a 4,000 ;
and Astrogym are now, depending 01
also be remodeled to increase capacity
and volleyball.
Connolly Recreation Center:
General improvements are scheduled i
health and safety, outside of athletics,
tennis courts and swimming pools. Lo
so that teams will no longer have to sh
Logan Field:
Plans to renovate the facility include i
derground parking garage, that can be
as a practice field for soccer teams. T1
and expanded.
Seattle University sports:
there, back and there again
1958: Hall-of-Famer El-
gin Baylor lead the Seattle
University Chieftains to the
NCAA National Champion-
ships. Seattle U lost to the
University of Kentucky 84-
72. Elgin Baylor was thetour-
nament's Most Outstanding
Player, scoring 135 points.
Baylor currently owns the
Los Angeles Clippers. The
finals were played in Louis-
ville, Kentucky.
1960 1965
1960: Female athletic super-stars Janet
Hopps and Pat Lesser dominate their re-
spective sports: tennisand golf. Hopps was
thefirst female to earn a no. 1 national rank-
ing. Lesser was inducted into the State of
Washington Hall of Fame in 1999.
1970
I
1971: Seattle University joins the West
Coast Conference, made almost en-
tirely of private Catholic institutions
after being an independently aligned
university for nearly three decades.
Earlier last year, theWest Coast Con-
ference informed Seattle University
that it was not interested in expand-
ing in the coming years.
1966: Seattle University defeats Texas-
Western University, who went on to win
the 1966 NCAA National Champion-
ship. As can be seen in the Disney movie
"Glory Road," Texas-Western was theonly
team to start five African-American play-
ers. However, the movie portrayed Se-
attle University as a racist place to play.
In reality, Seattle University had several
African-American players who regularly
started games. No other NCAA institution
produced more NBA players thanSeattle
Uin the 19605. ,
1975
I
1974: Tom Gorman, who attended
Seattle Preparatory School, earns
a no. 10 ATP ranking. Gorman at-
tended Seattle University during the
mid-1960s and was a two time Ail-
American. He won seven singles titles






1981: President William !
livan, S.J., orders Seattle I
versity to leave its NCAA [
sion I status due to finan
difficulties. Seattle U dn
several division down to N/
where it stayed until 2002.
198;
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I for Seattle University to
1will play at Key Arena against Division
ope to bring the men's basketball team
000 seat arena where the South Court
ngon funding. The North Court will
aacity o 1,500 for women's basketball
tiedto address the concerns of student
tics.These will include changes to the
Is.Locker rooms will also be divided
to share.
ude installing a turf field, with an un-
inbe used for Softball, intramuralsand









1997: The men's soccer team wins
Seattle University's first national title.
The men's soccer program recently
celebrated its 40th anniversary sea-
son. Tom Harding, captain of the 1997
squad, spoke at the dinnerand was
inaugurated into theSeattle University
Athletics Hall of Fame.
1995
2002: Craig Mallery, the current head
coach for the swim team, leads the
men's swimteam to Seattle University
second national championship win.
Also, Seattle University brings back
men and women's tennisafter drop-
ping the sport when the school left
Division I. Later on, President Stephen
Sundborg, S.J. (current) pushes the
university to a NCAA Division II
standing.
2000 2005
2004: The men's soccer team wins Seattle University's third
national titleand the men's soccer program's second title. Se-
attle U's Bobby McAllister was selected as the National Player
of the Year.
2010
2006: Chris Coley becomes Seattle University'sfirst individual
NCAA national champion winning the men's 100 m butterfly.
Coley was a four-time All-American, as well as Academic
All-American.
University's conference hunt continues
Ben Watanabe
Staff Writer
With Seattle University's move
into National Collegiate Athletic
Association Division I athletics, the
institution is nowfaced with questions
regarding conference affiliation.
Guiding that discussion is
the Strategic Planning Division I
Athletics Task Force.
"What's the model for Division I
we'll pursue?" Senior Vice President
Tim Leary, chair for the task force,
asks. "We're looking for a conference
that values the same things we do."
The short, anecdotal answer is
time will tell. Seattle U has a five
year plan in place and the first two
years of the plan detail Seattle U's
athletic independence from a confer-
ence. Possibly the most well-known
independent school is University of
Notre Dame, but it doesn't seem
likely Seattle U will try to imitate
that model.
With around 8,000 students,
Notre Dame's enrollment numbers
are similar to Seattle U's. However, it
is their reputation as a football pow-
erhouse that sets them apart. Most
people in America know of Notre
Dame and will associate it as a presti-
gious athletic school. Because oftheir
successful sports history, Notre Dame
has been able to schedule games with
other prominent schools, indepen-
dent ofa conference.
"Notre Dame is the only school
that can do that," said Leary.
Seatde U may not have the same
opportunities, but the university is
scheduled to play 18 other indepen-
dent schools during the next two-
years ofconference independence.
Seattle Us Athletic Director Bill
Hogan considers broader scheduling
a positive side to independent athletic
alignment. Without limits placed on
conference schedules, he explained
Seatde U could have the opportunity
to play more schools outside of the
West Coast.
Some D-I conferences told Hogan
there needs to be a couple ofyears
to build the program before Seatde
U aligns. Hogan explained this helps
to create a more competitive athletic
field for a new institution. "The teams
get a chance to recruit with D-I
scholarships and offer a competitive
experience.
"The important thing is we need
to be in a Division I league," said
Hogan.
Students, faculty andadministra-
tion are also all involved in the task
force's decision on how to proceed
with the transition to D-I. Leary and
the task force will make a recommen-
dation that will then be submitted as
part ofa report to the board oftrust-
ees. A majorpart offinding a confer-
ence is the guiding principles the task
force uses. In line with the university's
mission it consists ofacademic values,
development of the wholeperson, fis-
cal responsibility, institutional over-
sight and educating leaders for a just
and humane world.
"The conferences we would pur-
sue would have to have these things,"
said Leary. "Youwant to be seen with
the company you want to keep."
According to Hogan and Leary,
the West Coast Conference fits
the guiding principles. The WCC
contains eight members including
Gonzaga University, University of
Portland, and University of San
Francisco. Seven of the schools are
Catholic and four of those are Jesuit.
With Seatde U's possible return, the
WCC has been referred to as the
JesuitLeague.
"We are absolutely academically
competitive with those institutions,"
said Leary.
When Seattle U left D-I, it also
left the WCC. Since Seattle U's
departure, the conference gained
national prominence in basketball
with Gonzaga University repeating
appearances in the NCAA tourna-
ment. Still, Seattle U has not yet
made any formal applications to any
conferences, including theWCC and
the Western Athletic Conference.
Last year, theWCC issued a state-
ment claiming it would not consider
expanding or adding to the confer-
ence. Many students andalumni had
assumed andhoped Seatde U would
return to the WCC.
"We don't have a formal decision
[on Seattle Us conference status],"
said WCC Commissioner Mike
Gilleran. "We realized we don't know
what's best for Seattle U."
Given the WCC's current freeze
on new members it doesn'tappear the
university will be joining in the near
future, but it also won't deter Seatde
U's progress.
"There's been phenomenal sup-
port from alums," said Leary. "This
is the number one issue they want to
talk about."
Academic quality seems to be
a major concern for many during
the D-I transition. Leary cited the
graduation rate ofSeattle U's student
athletes as higher than the rest of the
university. Hogan raised the idea of
bringing the level ofathletics to the
level of academics at Seatde U to be-
come a premier institution. Gilleran
has cautioned Seatde U, though.
"I hope that if [Seattle U] does
goD-I, that it does so without com-
promising their academics," said
Gilleran.
Another issue for Seattle U is
leaving the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference.Leary explained that de-
spite the conference's competition,
Seattle U doesn't fit in well, both
academically and athletically.
"When you look at the GNAC,
very few ofthose institutions are like
Seattle U," said Leary.
Seattle U will need to bring its
facilities, administration and athletic
competition to par with D-I before
anything is done with a conference.
"Our number one focus is to get
our act together," said Leary.
In May 2008, Gilleranwill retire
as WCC commissioner after 24 years.
A former Seatde U journalism stu-
dent and member of the men's bas-
ketball team, Gilleranhas high hopes
for Seattle U.
"Personally, I am excited," said
Gilleran.
With Seattle U moving forward
without any conference guarantee, it
looksforward to openscheduling and
searching for a conference.
"We justhave too much going for
us for [finding a conference] not to
happen," said Leary.





Grieves opens up on 'Emotional' mix-tape
Mike Baldwin
In an attempt to introducereaders
to new talent, The Spectator will run
severalseries thisyearfeaturing rela-
tively unknown artists. For the rest
ofthefall quarter we will coverfour
hip hop artists we thinkyou should
check out.
Staff Writer
On "Irreversible," the title track
off his first full-length album,
Seattle MC Grieves raps about
watching his grandfather play the
piano, dropping the line "Some
people paint with their music."
While it is an ode to the ability of
his grandfather's fingers, it could
just as aptly describe what Grieves
does with his mic.
The 22-year-old has that rare
ability to produce lyrics with a vi-
sual effect. Whether he's telling the
story ofa suicidal teenager or argu-
ing with a phantom female about
religion, Grieves puts you in the
room by rapping with such honest,
raw emotion that you can't help but
feel like he's confessing to you.
And he just may be. Despite
coming from a musical background
and playing in punk bands during
his teenage years, Grieves seems to
have found his musical release in
hip-hop.
"I could do [hip-hop] well,"
says Grieves. "I found a lot of
freedom in it."Currently touring
in the Midwest with Mac Lethal
and Atmosphere, Grieves is lightly
known in the Seattle scene. That
may be due in part to the fact that
he left town for a tour just days
after releasing his latest mix-tape,
"Irreversible."
However, that should change
once he returns. Grieves posseses
the kind ofstyle Seattle fans eat up.
He is intelligent, musical, and self-
conscious. For the city that loves
vulnerability, Grieves could be the
poster boy. Without ever having
met him, one could know his re-
ligious affiliation, the nature of his
past relationships and the make up
ofhis childhoodafter justone listen
to "Irreversible."
"The album is like an emotional
mix-tape to me," says Grieves.
That description seems accurate,
but Grieves also opens up to who-
ever will listen, unleashing a funny
side that reflects his early punk in-
fluences. On tracks like "Last Call"
and "My Girlfriend Beats Me,"
Grieves shows that he is quite ca-
pable ofhaving a good time.
Grieves is at his best on the
cheeky and hilariously clever
"Capitol Hill Girls," which com-
ments on the gender-crossing styles
of those in the neighborhood. The
beat is like a cocaine-inspired tech-
no/rap mix, with samples from an
Irish punk band on the hook.
However, the true treat is lis-
tening to Grieves tell stories. His
album shouldbest be enjoyed in a
quiet room with a cheap bottle of
whiskey and a Swisher filled with
alternative contents. His musical
background shines through his
ability to form a cohesive song
from start to finish, an art form that
seems to hopelessly elude most hip-
hop artists.
Part of his ability to make a
thoroughly pleasing song lies in
the fact that Grieves makes most of
his own beats. This way he controls
the mood from the start. When he
"There's just always




uses his surprising baritone to sing
his hooks, you get the feeling he
planned on doing so from the first
steps of production. Grieves' pro-
duction is sharp, but limited, some-
thing he claims is intentional.
"The beats I make...l guess
it's symmetry in my music," says
Grieves.
Not surprisingly, Grieves was
not always into hip-hop music, and
still has a somewhat limited catalog
of favorite artists. But what seems
like a detriment on the surface
could in fact be his greatest asset.
While, like any rapper who comes
close to being emotional, he will
draw comparisons to Atmosphere,
Grieves stands to few hip-hop ste-
reotypes. Simply put, he probably
sounds like nothing you're listening
to right now.
"There's just always been so
much for me outside ofhip-hop,"
says Grieves. "I've been listening
andplaying so manydifferent kinds
ofmusic since I was a kid."
His album can drag as it carries
along. When he's not telling stories,
Grieves is long on self-reflection of
the darkest kind. Remember that
cheap bottle of whiskey? This is
where it comes in handy, as some of
the songs have the same depressing
effect as the alcohol.
"Bottom of the Bottle" is his
best foray into the dark side, a
haunting track where Grieves la-
ments the alcoholism that seems
to have surrounded his early life.
On a sobering beat, Grieves raps
a haunting hook about how the
bottle does not get rid ofyour in-
ner demons. While it's impressive
music, the whiskey moments can
be a bit much, making you savor
the calming effect of the Swisher
side of the album.
Hoping for a good reception
when he returns to Seattle, Grieves
is a breath ofrefreshing air for the
Seattle hip-hop scene. While others
are quick to talk about the effects
of their music or how they plan
to blow up in the future, Grieves
is simply enjoying doing what he
does best.
"In five years, hopefully I could
still be doing this," says Grieves.
"It's everyone's dream to be subsis-
tent on their art."
Mike can be reached at
baldl 799@seattleu.edu
Courtesy Grieves
Though he has not been able to
reach a Seattle audience while on
tour, Grieves' music could reso-
nate well in the Northwest.
Frye showcases Emerald City's finest
Justin Najar
Volunteer Reporter
The Frye Art Museum has re-
cently opened a new exhibit bring-
ing together two of Seattle's great
art collections for the first time.
"Dreaming the Emerald City: The
Collections of Charles and Emma
Frye and Horace C. Henry," will be
free to the public untilApril 6,2008.
Like many exhibits at the Frye, it
would be a shame to pass up.
Public response to the exhibit has
been positive so far.
"Two thumbs up," said Sean
Horrita, a visitor to the gallery.
Horace C. Henry and Charles
and Emma Frye, who contributed
paintings to the "Emerald City" ex-
hibit, are three philanthropists who
were instrumental in nurturing and
building Seatde's cultural scene.
The pieces in the exhibit are
mainly works from American,
French, Austrian arid German
artists. The works themselves in-
clude landscapes, portraits and
scenes varying from the dramatic
to the wistful.
"This exhibit gives a beautiful
portrayal of realistic situations,"
said Christi Finley, another museum
visitor.
Though the two collections fea-
ture paintings with similar subject
matters, they are stylistically differ-
ent, attacking a subject from differ-
ent points ofview and with different
purposes. This enhances the overall
quality and variety of the exhibit
and adds much depth to the subjects
which otherwise would be missing
if each of the collections were seen
on their own.
"There was a lot of overlap to
their collections in terms of subject
matter, but they're really different,"
said Miller Abel, who visited the
exhibit.
Some paintings of importance
-m the exhibit are several landscapes.
One is the epic grandeur of"View
ofKonigssee" by Da" niel Somogyi,
which was painted in 1878. This is
an extremely realistic portrait of the
Konigssee, a pristine lake in south-
east Bavaria. Areas of the painting
look like a spotlight is cast upon
them, while others are in shadow.
The effect is not the product ofexte-
rior lighting, but is actually a part of
the piece. This makes for alandscape
painting that is truly amazing.
Another importantpiece, which
was a common favorite, is a ma-
jestic and serene piece from 1900
painted by Hermann Corrodi called
"Venice." This is one of threepaint-
ings ofVenice in the exhibit. The
sun is faint on the horizon, red and
orange, and the sky above the ships
depicted on the water in the piece
is a progressively darker purple as
it moves away from the light. The
ships are highlighted by this con-
trast, with certain aspects, such as
the sails, illuminated by light, but
other parts, such as the hulls, are
dark as the sky and the sea. This
painting is so affective in its depic-
tion it seems to bring the cold wa-
ters and airs for the Grand Canal
into the mind and the body.
Another standout piece from
1898 is "Old House and Garden,
East Hampton, Rhode Island."
A picture of a house and garden,
it would make for a bland paint-
ing ifit was done any other way. A
nearly impressionistic piece, it has
countless small, visible, vibrantly
colored brush strokes that make
the painting look very similar to a
photomontage.
In all, the paintings make for a
stunning exhibit that are definitely
worth the five minutes it takes to
walk to the Frye. I don't even go
to art museums, but I'll go back to
the Frye.
Justincan be reached at
najarj@seattleu.edu









The Showbox, 8 p.m., $23
Saturday, Nov. 10
Jar Of Flies
El Corazon, 8 p.m., $10, 21+
The Trucks, Sunday Night
Blackout, Blackeyes &
Neckties
High Dive, 8 p.m., $7, 21+
Minus The Bear, The
Helio Sequence, Grand
Archives





High Dive, 7 p.m., $7, 21+
Vanessa Carlton, Graham
Colton




Paramount Theatre, 7 p.m.,
$36.50-$39.50
Senses Fail, New Found
Glory
The Showbox, 6 p.m., $23
Tuesday, Nov. 13
Ween
Paramount Theatre, 8 p.m.,
$25-$3O
Wednesday, Nov. 14
Isis, These Arms Are
Snakes, 27
Neumo's, 8 p.m., $15
Circa Survive, Ours, The
Dear Hunter, Fear Before
The March Of Flames
The Showbox, 7 p.m., $18
Ongoing: Nov. 14-15
Ben Harper
Paramount Theatre, 8 p.m.,
$36.50-$46.50
Votolato rocks new band at Showbox
Rob La Gatta
Online Production Editor
At the Showbox last Thursday,
local musician Rocky Votolato was
ready to celebrate his homecoming.
After a tour that took him through-
out thesouthern and western United
States, Votolato—a musician whose
constant travels continue to direcdy
influence the music he writes—was
back in Seattle, the city that first
thrust him into the spotlight he
comfortably occupies today.
But isn't a homecoming supposed
to be exciting? Shouldn't the return
of an artist to his home city be a
celebration?
You'd think so...but someone
should have told this to the evening's
opening acts.
Make no mistake: Votolato—
when he finally took to the stage—
put on an incredible performance.
His set list was nearly perfect, a fine
combination ofsongs from his latest
release "The Brag & Cuss" (Barsuk,
2007), as well as its two predecessors
"Makers" (Second Nature, 2006) and
"Suicide Medicine" (Second Nature,
2003). This former acoustic singer/
songwriter has demonstrated, both
with the newest record and with
Thursday's performance, that hehas
graduated into a full-on Americana
musician whose lyrics and music
perfecdy capture the sprawling gran-
deur of the American landscape.
But by the time he and his band
started playing, much of the excite-
ment that the audience had brought
in with them from the cold streets
outside had faded, crushed by open-
ing acts that killed the mood with
their lengthy and uninspired sets.
While openers Whalebones and
Slender Means both lacked any real
substance, the most egregious er-
ror of the evening came when Jesse
Sykes & The Sweet Hereafter began
their hour-long set at 10:15 p.m.
Sykes, another local performer,
is a fine example of what is wrong
with music today. As ifit weren'tbad
enough that her sound and style are
a blatant copy of everything from
The Velvet Underground to The
Band, she goes one step further by
removing any sense ofrock from
those elements she stole. Even with
a full band behind her acoustic gui-
tar playing, Sykes could not salvage
her performance.
Any one of the critics who for
some reason praise Sykes' mediocre
folk as "rock music" needs to get
their head checked. There is noth-
ing rocking about her: her band's
performance was slow, boring and
pretentious, full ofmacabre lullabies
that sucked energy from the room
and kept many audience members
strugglingto stay awake.To top it all
off, the stage was dimlylit, bathed in
red light darker than the ones adorn-
ing the wallsat the Cha Cha Lounge.
This did little to help the mood.
Finally, after Sykes and her band
cleared the stage and audience mem-
bers crawled to the bar for any pick-
me-up they could possibly get their
hands on, Votolato took over. His
performance, as always, was spot-
on: the sound was great, the vocals
crisp and clear, and the band—
though just consisting of himself
and three others—managed to res-
cue at least some of the excitement
that had been missingfor so long on
this cold Thursday.
It helped that unlike Sykes,
Votolato knew how to keep his au-
dience engaged, primarily playing
songs from the latest band-backed
album "The Brag and Cuss," with
justa few other obligatory acoustic
tracks.
One of the other major appeals
ofVotolato's newest record is his
utilization of the pedal steel. Of all
instruments, the pedal steel is per-
haps the most noticeably American:
it sings in an almost ghostly way,
notes as fluttery and unpredict-
able as the expansive highways that
crisscross the United States. Despite
its impractical use on the road, the
pedal steel is very much a traveling
man's instrument, one that listeners
almost intrinsically associate with
being on theroad.
Casey Prestwood, the former
guitarist of Hot Rod Circuit and
a known master of the craft, was
on stage for much of the set, alter-
nating between a standard electric
guitar and pedal steel. This wasn't
the first time we've seen Prestwood
doing pedal steel duties—herocked
the instrument for Limbeck when
they played El Corazon earlier this
year—but it was surely his best.
Even in the months since that last
performance, he's obviously got-
ten better at it. His playing, often
coupled with Votolato's harmonica,
nicely rounded out the evening's
country feel.
Though Rocky Votolato isn't
the first artist most people think of
when they hear the words "country
music," he should be. His ability to
mesh different genres together with
ease has created a sound that defines
the American landscape, in a way
that commercial garbage marketed
as "country" today could never hope
to do.
Rob can be reached at
lagattar@seattleu.edu
Jackie Canchola The Spectator
Rocky Votolato keeps Seattle up
late at The Showbox on Thurs-
day, Nov. 8, 2007.






Fruits" is genius. Songs here
are about cats, tomatoes,
broken hearts, and what
happens when a girl you
really like doesn't know how
to use chopsticks properly
and how irritating that can
be. An intricate fortress of
melody and kind of creepy




"From Ruins We Rise"
http://www.myspace.com/
conductingfromthegrave
The first of three new songs
on therecently-reformed
band's MySpace page is
sheer brutality. Drew Winter's
alternating shrill howl/low
growl, the unmatched sweep
picking ofguitarists Jeff
Morgan and John Abernathy
and the fun breakdowns
that defined their classic
EP "Trials of the Foresaken"
are all noticeably present.
Conducting From The Grave
are back, and they're going
to be huge.
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Professor four-time national Ultimate champ
Sean Towey
Sports Editor
By day, Dr. Stephen Finn is a phi-
losophy professor at Seattle University.
However, by early evening and week-
ends, Finn is one of the most accom-
plished Ultimate players in the Pacific
Northwest.
Finn, along with senior mathemat-
ics major Eddie Feeley, captured the
"Mixed Division" Ultimate Players
Association's National Championship
played in Sarasota, Fl. from Oct. 25 to
the 29. This was the fourth national
championship for Finn, who has won
with four different teams. He is the
only known player to accomplish such
a feat.
Though the sport of Ultimate re-
minds many people ofpassing around
Frisbees and marijuana cigarettes in
the sun, Finn and Feeley have a much
more competitive opinion about the
game. The Seattle U duo and their
team,Shazam Returns, practiced three
days a week starting in early spring.
At least one practice a week was com-
pletely devoted to fitness, including
track and abdominal workouts.
"The competition was really steep,"
said Feeley.
However, the training paid off.
Shazam Returns defeated their San
Francisco archrivals Brass Monkey in
the semi-finals, largely due to their
level offitness.
"They were a lot more tired," said
Finn. "We just ran them into the
ground."
Also, Shazam Returns had a 26
person squad with an almost full
rotation.
"We have a lot of depth," said
Finn. "Every player on the team is re-
ally good."
In the finals, Bostons SloWhite fell
victim to the Seatde-based squad.Finn,
Feeley and Company previously beat
the team in group play. High winds
during the finals gave the advantage
to Shazam Returns, due to their large
number of experienced players.
"SloWhite had a lot of younger,
very athletic people," said Finn. "We
have lot of younger guys, like Eddie,
but we have a lot ofveterans too. High
wind situations tend to help the team
with more experience."
With the National Championship
in hand, Shazam Returns will now
head to Vancouver, B.C. this summer
for theWorld Games, facing the rep-
resentative teamsfrom Japan, Canada,
Australia and other nations.
Though most people are familiar
with intramural or pick-up Ultimate
games, the rules are slighdy different
at the more competitive levels.
There are seven players per side.
Though there are defenders and of-
fensive players, the main positions
split between "handlers" and "cutters."
According toFinn, handlers generally
make the long throwsdownfield, while
cutters generally try to get open and
make safer, shorter passes.
Catching a pass in the opposing
teams end zone is worth one point.
Each game is split between two halves.
Though there is a time-limit, halves
generally end when one team scores
15 points.
One of the most interesting as-
pects ofUltimate is that there are no
referees.
"The gamerequires self-refereeing,"
said Finn. "The players call their own
calls."
Players follow the "spirit of the
game," whichFinn believes is the basis
of all competition.
"The whole purpose of competi-
tion is to challenge yourselfand learn,"
said Finn.
After 26 years, Finn plans to retire
after the World Games.
"We'll see ifit actually happens."
For Feeley, winning a national
championship at such a young age
narrows his options.
Finn is obviously impressed by his
younger counterpart.
"He went from being one of the
rookies to being a starter," said Finn.
"He should definitely start playing
the men's division. The competition
is simply better."
Feeley is also the c aptain of the
Seattle University Ultimate team.
Finn coaches the team when they
have enough players to travel to
tournaments.
Any students interested in playing
for Seatde U should contact Feeley.
For more informationon Ultimate,
visit discnw.org.
Sean can be reached at
toweys@seattleu.edu
Courtesy Eddie Feeley
Finn and Feeley hold up the National Championship trophy.
Seattle U vs. SPU rivalry ends in disappointing tie
Ben Watanabe
Staff Writer
After one hour and 50 minutes of
doubleovertime play, the fifth ranked
Seattle University men's soccer team
ended their rivalry with Seatde Pacific
University in a 1-1 tie.
Both teams played aggressively to
start as the SPU Falcons, 7-6-6, cele-
brated senior nightat theirhome field,
Interbay Stadium. In front of packed
stands, Seattle U, 15-2-1, played for
the possibility of hosting the regional
tournament, while SPU played for
honor and legacy.
"They showed they left everything
on the field," said Seatde U head coach
Brad Agoos.
With 34:30 left in the first half
Seatde U senior Jason Cascio left the
field after a kicked ball hit his head.
The rule is once a player is removed
and a substitute is in, the removed
player can not return to the game until
the second half. But Seatde U played
on and continued to play aggressively.
SPU led Seattle U in shots and shot
on goal until 5 minutes remained in
the first half.
In spite of fancy footwork by
Seattle Us freshman Sean Morris and
juniorMutanda Kwesele, thegame re-
mained scoreless into the second half.
The referees issued only one yellow
card by halftime to Seatde U junior
lan Walsh. At the end of the first half,
SPU led Seattle U in shots, 5-4, and
in fouls 7-6.
"They [the referees] told me per-
sonally, every time we beat them [on
the ball], they'd give a professional
foul," said Seattle U juniorAndrew
Kreiter. "It was frustrating."
Refreshed and ready, both teams
resumed their physical play. Pushing
and shoving became more frequent
on the field in the second half, with
both teamsshowing their frustrations.
Aggressive play led to SPU's Corey
Sinser receiving a red card. The red
card meant ejection for Sinser and for
SPU to play minus oneplayer the rest
of the game.
"The red card changed the game,"
said SPU head coach Cliff McCrath.
"They had a lot ofpossession."
It seemed to provideSeatde U with
the opportunity it was looking for,
when five minutes later Cascio scored
Seattle U's only goal from senior Eric
Forner's assist.
"We just chipped it in," said
Forner.
McCrath agreed with Forner's rec-
ollection ofSeatde U's goal.
"Cascio justfinds a way to get his
laces on the ball," said McCrath.
A player short, SPU played hard
to keep Seattle from scoring again.
At 16minutes left in the second half,
Seatde U led SPU 10-6 in shots. But
SPU continued to bide their time
until a corner kick by SPUs senior
Jeff" Hallenbeck allowed senior James
Cogganto kick in SPUs only goal with
5:50 left to play.
"We wanted to keep the ball mov-
ing. I don't know ifwe did a great job
of that," said Agoos.
Seattle U pressed hard on the of-
fensive end, trying to utilize SPU's
disadvantage. After a minute and a
halfofplaying time, Seatde U had an
opportunity toscore on a penaltykick.
Cascio lined up to take thekick, but
it was blocked by SPU's goal keeper,
seniorKellen Rosten, leading the game
into overtime.
"I went from the hero to something
else," said Cascio.
In the first 10 minute overtime,
each team seemed to have renewed
energy and again played aggressively.
Seatde U lookedto strike first and end
the game after a goal by Cascio. But
referees rescinded the goal on an off-
sides call, and the game went into a
second overtime.
The second overtime began a se-
ries of intercepted and picked passes by
both teams. Seatde U again looked to
put SPU on their heels defensively as
Seatde U pushed downfield and con-
trolled the ball. But a crucial block by
SPUs Nate Elmenhurst ended Seatde
Us chances as time ended.
Seattle U advances to the regional
playoffs and SPU looks to improve next
year. The tie hurt Seattle U. Had they
won the game, they wouldhave hosted
the Regional Tournament. Due to the
tie, Seattle U will travel to Carson, CA
home of Dominguez-Hills.
"We wish them the best in the play-
offs," said McCrath.
Ben can be reached at
watanabl@seattleu.edu
Braden Van Dragt The Spectator
Seattle University senior Jason Cascio scores the Redhawk's only
goal in the 1-1 tie on Saturday evening at Interbay Stadium.
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The Steven Klein Company
www.stevenklein.com
Not ready for the LSAT?
We are the Steven Klein Com-
pany, LSAT Specialists. After
18 years and 4,500 students,
there probably isn't anyone
who knows more about this test
or how to teach it than we do.
That is why Steven still teaches
ail his own classes. That is why
you should call us. Our nine
week course features 36 hours
of class time with weekly help
sessions, seven mock exams and
assistance with the application
process for the reasonable price
of $995. We can answer any
LSAT question - let us prove it.
Call now for a free seminar.
206-524-4915
Health and Fitness: Alcohol
Lauren Padgett
Managing Editor
"Drink till you're numb" is a pop-
ular motto among fraternities, house
parties and closed dorm rooms as
college student join together in what
often becomes a drunken mess. Lets
just say, the connotation with college
partying usually doesn't involve a game
of Scrabble while watching "Men in
Black"
Beer bong, beer pong, kings cup,
shotgun... you name it, every col-
lege student must be doing it. The
truth of the matter is, however, that
to many Seattle U students, a game of
Monopoly and a movie night doesn't
sound that boring.
"If you think every student is a
heavy drinker at Seattle U, you'd be
wrong," said Stephanie Squires, junior
public affairs major and PHAT men-
tor. "[Working with PHAT] has been a
real eye-opener.Before being educated
about alcohol, 1 had the same miscon-
ceptions as a lot of my friends. Now I
understand thatnot everybody drinks,
and not as much as they say."
PHAT is a group of Seattle U stu-
dents who provide resources and ad-
vice for students who are concerned
about their physical and emotional
well-being.
While the negative connotations
with alcohol seem to outweigh the
good in a binge-drinking situation,
what about the positive affects ofa
glass ofwine with dinner? Isn't it sup-
posed to be good for you?
Researchers at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill recently
discovered a link between chemical
trans-Resveratrol, commonly known
as Res, and heart health. Res is found
in red wine and thought to be anti-
inflammatory and helps fight cancer.
In the July edition of "Cancer
Research," North Carolina experts
determined that Res inhibits certain
proteins that attach to human DNA
and promotes apoptosis, a process
the body uses tokill cancer and other
cells it needs to get rid of. Researchers
found that when Res was absent, can-
cer cells continued to multiply, but
when Res was present, those cells were
destroyed.
However, the risk ofbreast cancer in
women seems higher with the amount
of alcohol they consume, according
to the American Cancer Society. One
study found that the death rate from
breast cancer was 30 percent higher in
women who consume more than one
alcoholic drinkper day than women
who refrain from alcohol.
Generally, to drink healthily,
women should only have one alcoholic
drink a day, according to the American
Heart Association. Men should only
have two. Bypassing the one to two
drink rule for five or six, even ifonly a
couple times a week, can be extremely
detrimental to one's health, both psy-
chologically and physically.
The AHA went on to state that
those with family histories ofalcohol-
ism, problems with the pancreas, liver
or heartshould avoidalcohol. Women
who are pregnant should not drink
alcohol.
Generally, one 12-ounce bottle of
beer, a four-ounce glass ofwine and a
1.5 shot of80-proofliquorall contain
the same amount of alcohol. In terms
of caloric content, the situation is
more subjective. Sugary liquor drinks
will have a higher caloric intake than a
plain glass ofwine, but some beer and
wine carry heavy amounts of calories
and fat.
Hence, the "beer belly."
While other parts of the world
advocate moderation in alcohol con-
sumption, college culture still likes to
promote the binge drinker. But the
reasons students drink lie below the
surface of our culture, right on top of
personal social insecurities.
College students often use alcohol
as a conversational lubricant to make
themselves appearmore confident and
outgoing, especially to membersof the
opposite sex.
"It comes back to that miscon-
ception that when I come to college,
I have to drink to get drunk. "This is
part ofwhy American youth struggle
with maintaining an acceptable level
of social drinking," saidLarkin O'Dell,
sophomore strategic communications
major and PHAT mentor.
O'Dell hopes that organizations
like PHAT can promote healthy life-
styles and the philosophy ofeverything
in moderation.
PHAT offices are located in the
StudentPavilion in the Student Health
and Wellness Center.






The Yellowjackets of MSU-
Biilings delivered quite a sting
to the Redhawks during the
volleyball match on Saturday
night. Despite their strong front
in the first game, the Redhawks
were unable to pull off the win
against a team they had defeated
earlier in the season.
Seattle U came out firing
on all cylinders with a decent
hitting percentage during the
first game. The Redhawks got
out ahead early with the help
of their steady defense.
However, as the game con-
tinued, the Redhawks seemed
to lose their confidence and
gusto.
"During the later matches, it
was like they were not playing
to win but playing not to lose,"
said head coach Shannon Ellis.
The volleyball team saw its
hitting percentage drop in the
next three games [30-17, 30-
17, 30-22] as the Yellowjackets
stepped up to the plate. In fact,
the Redhawks hit a negative
percentage overall, despite their
well-rounded percentage in the
first game.
Ellis attributed some ofit to
questionable calls.
"We did make a lot oferrors.
However, a lot of balls were
called out that we believed were
in," said Ellis.
None of the players were
able to attain double-digit kills
or digs for that matter.
"As a team, we played pretty
poor. It was more disappointing
that our defense was not
what it usually is. We have
higher standards for our de-
fense," said Ellis.
Some players did play well.
Freshman Janet Beckerman was
one of the only Seattle players
to hit the ball well, earning a
.400 hitting percentage with
nine kills and only one error.
Senior Nikole Thompsons
finished with nine kills and
earned two solo blocks while
the team overall recorded only
10 blocks.
Next week, Seattle U fac-
es Northwest Nazarene and
all-time rival Seattle Pacific
University.
"SPU is always a fun team
to beat and it would be great
to end the season with a win,"
said Ellis.
Roman can be reached at
christiß@seattleu.edu
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It seemed overnight that methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus
aureus, or MRSA, became a household name. Creeping across
the East Coast like a storm on a broadcast weather chan-
nel, MRSA seems destined to strike at any time, anywhere.
Otherwise healthy individuals ofall ages are becoming violently
ill after contracting MRSA from everyday activities, like going
to the gym or visiting a hospital. In extreme cases the infection
becomes fatal, escalating the urgent need for a proper vaccina-
tion and better sanitation in all aspects of daily life.
MRSA, however, is not a new infection, nor has it ever been
treatable. Prevalent in hospitals since the 19605, MRSA has
mutated to become resistant to any existing antibiotic. While it
is not curable, cases ofMRSA are well-documented and medical
researchers are diligently working on an effective treatment plan
for those diagnosed with this devastating infection.
Media outlets from CNN to the BBC have described MRSA
as the "superbug," that "hundreds of thousands" of new cases
are documented each year, that it is a "danger in the flesh"
and "deadlier than AIDS." The BBC stated that as many as
25 percent of computer keyboards carry MRSA, so flat key-
boards are necessary to curb the outbreak. ABC warned against
shaking hands with anyone. MSNBC also suggested everyone
should wear masks and faceguards around people with "weak
immune systems" and refrain from playing contact sports or
having sex, because the greatest risk of infection is in skin-to-
skin contact.
Although proper and necessary suggestions from large media
outlets are critical for our understanding of MRSA and help
protect us against this potentially fatal infection, it is important
to sift through media publications and suggestions with com-
mon sense and a critical eye. Striking fear into the hearts of
readers, itseems, is what the media does best when terror strikes.
This begs the question, does media attention and focus help us
better understand this disease or just propagate paranoia?
In an attempt to educate the general public about how to
prevent contracting this disease, it seems the media are hoping
to gain audiences with their flurry offrightening adjectives and
fearful prophecies. Yes, this is something every person needs to
be educated about and yes, it is a fatal, scary disease. However,
that is absolutely no reason to stop everything we are doing,
refrain from things that bring joy to our daily lives, in order
to protect ourselves from something we arguably couldn't stop
from contracting anyways.
While it is important for all to take individual initiative to
prevent this disease and maintain proper personal hygiene, it is
just as important torelax and live a normal unimpeded life. The
media has a tendency of overreacting, jumping to conclusions
and broadcasting half-truths or rumors as truth.
We have faced possible and proclaimed epidemics in the past,
bird flu Africanized killer bees, SARS and Anthrax should all
ring a bell. All these epidemics were supposed to destroy our civi-
lization and still, here we are today. Watch newscasts and media
announcements with a critical eye. Examine the sources ofwhat
you read, question the information handed to you and research
these topics deeper to determine the truth for yourself.
And don't forget: always wash your hands.
The Spectator editorial board consists of Nicholas Lollini, Lauren Padgett, Chris Kissel, Rose Egge, Sean Towey, Jessica Van Gilder, Michael Fehrenbach, Joey Anchondo,
Rob La Gatta, and Hyung-Min Kim. Signed commentaries reflect the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of The Spectator.
FEMA loses respect, doubt they'll get it back
Jessica Van Gilder
Copy Editor
When the California govern-
ment and many of its citizens
challenged the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to handle
the disaster of recent wild fires in
a thorough manner, they were not
disappointed. But justwhen FEMA
showed they could uphold their re-
sponsibilities to some degree, they
shucked it down the drain with a
fake news press conference.
The fake conference turned
into a publicity stunt for FEMA to
showcase the positive elements of
their response and changes made
in handling the disastrous fires
in California, compared to their
disastrous response to Hurricane
Katrina.
On Oct. 24, California offi-
cials didn't bash FEMA's response
to the fires, but two days later The
Washington Post broke the story
that the press conference was only
lacking one essential element—the
press. No reporters were there to
ask questions and phone lines were
opened, but only for listening, not
questioning.
The external affairs director
John Philbin told reporters about
the conference only 15 minutes be-
fore it was to start, and despite not
having any press members present,
FEMA Vice Administrator Harvey
Johnson carried out the confer-
ence, taking scripted questions
from FEMA employees and giving
scripted answers.
FEMA needs to clean
house and eliminate
these unethical fig-
ures if they want to
be seen as a credible
and capable agency...
they've damaged the
lens citizens will view
government agencies
through.
Philbin, who was scheduled to
obtain the director of public af-
fairs position for the Office of the
Director ofNational Intelligence.
Not only did certain FEMA of-
ficials act irresponsibly, and without
any forethought of the consequenc-
es, they acted highly unethically.
At least Philbin was exposed
before he attained his position as
the director ofpublic affairs for the
Office of the Director of National
Intelligence.
FEMA chief David Paulison
wrote in a memo to FEMA em-
ployees that, "the failure to properly
schedule, or to cancel a press con-
ference that had no press in atten-
dance, or capability to ask questions
telephonically, represented egregious
decision making by the director of
external affairs and his staff."
White House and Homeland
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff
also severely criticized Philbin's
decision, naming it "one of the
dumbest and most inappropriate
things I've seen since I've been in
government."
Though I appreciate Paulison's
and Chertoffs criticism, their com-
ments don'tmatch up to the severity
ofFEMA's mistake. Unethical fig-
ures don't necessarily represent an
entire organization.
However, considering the most
involved figures in this fake press
conference included a vice admin-
istrator, external affairs director John
Philbin and several other willing
FEMA participants, clearly a key
element of this organization is miss-
ing. Evidently that piece is ethics.
FEMA needs to clean house and
eliminate these unethical figures if
they want to be seen as a credible
and capable agency.
All other government officials
quickly criticized FEMAs mistake,
which boosts my confidence that
not all government agencies act in-
tentionally shady.
But, it doesn't eradicate my
fears. As a citizen and a journalist,
the impression of the fake FEMA
conference will carry over to other
government agencies, adding to my
paranoia about their intentions.
How can we respect and maintain
high expectations of government
agencies with evidence ofunethical
officials in top government agencies
like FEMA? We can't, and that's a
problem.
Not only has FEMA yet again
shattered their credibility, which
is unfortunate for all those FEMA
workers who aren't unethical idi-
ots, they've damaged the lens citi-
zens will view government agencies
through.
IfFEMA wants to preserve any
respect, they had better take care
of the fire victims in California ef-
ficiently and properly. I'm watching,
and so is everyone else. Respect citi-
zens, do your job, and maybe citi-
zens (and other government agen-
cies) will speak ofFEMA without
disdain in their voices.
Jessica can be reached at
vangilde@seattleu.edu
Letters to the editor should be 300 to 500 words long and emailed to Chris Kissel at kisselc@seattleu.edu. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters for length and
spelling, grammar, and style errors.
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'Volun-tourism' is a farce
Lauren Padgett
Managing Editor
It's hard to walk around Seattle
University without meeting someone
who traveled somewhere interesting.
International study abroad trips are
in abundance here and some of the
most socially-conscious members
of our community have traveled
to places ranging from Calcutta to
Mexico to help a community and
learn more about themselves in the
process.
I am goingto preface the follow-
ing critical statement with this one:
I truly admire those who advocate
and work for humanitarian outreach
organizations. These are the few who
see the value ofall people in a sea of
power-hungry, money-driven, glut-
tonous Americans. However, there
exists in this group of do-gooders
a sort of volunteer that makes me
wonder about the authenticity of
it all.
I will call the kind ofwork they
do "volun-tourism."
Those who travel under the pre-
tense of helping others, who spend
an excessive amount ofmoney on
planning their trip and spend more
time hanging out then making a dif-
ference are the people who shouldn't
call themselves volunteers. They are
not going to make a critical impact
on anyone other than themselves,
and they shouldn't fool themselves
into thinking that a week in a pov-
erty-stricken country building halfa
house and leaving shortly thereafter
will make any lasting impression on
anyone they meet.
Ifyou break down the numbers of
how much it costs to go on a service
learning trip with Seatde University,
it can get quite expensive.
To go with Campus Ministry on
a mission trek to Tijuana, Mexico,
the cost is $800. In a picture on
the Campus Ministry website, par-
ticipants stand in a line almost 20
people long, passing a brick. What
good can 20 people passing one
brick really do? Take that $800,
grab 20 people who are interested
in absorbing the Mexican culture
and dedicated to making a differ-
ence and do something substan-
tial. $800 multiplied by 20 equals
$16,000. What could $16,000 do
for a poor family, better yet, a poor
community?
I understand safety concerns
that event planners may be con-
cerned about, and traveling with a
large group ofstudents can be over-
whelming. But every mission trek
I've been on felt like a school field
trip, and now that I'm an adult and
able to make my own decisions, I
don't feel like I need to go with a
group inorder to experience another
culture.
Figure out how to get there
cheaper—take Greyhound buses,
pool your money and give the re-
mainder to the organization as a gift.
Sign up to volunteer with Esperanza,
the nonprofit affiliated with the
Mission Mexico trek, and agree to
work as hard as you can for a week.
Instead of staying in a hotel, sleep
on the floor. Take only necessary
breaks and really learn how it feels to
construct a home from the ground
up. If each of those people were to
do a separate task and individual-
ize the experience, more could be
done and greater things could hap-
pen. You could spend an entireweek
working solelyon rebuilding homes
and it would be more efficient and
worthwhile than building for only
a few hours and spending the rest
of your time reflecting upon your
personal feelings about it.
I'm not saying don't go. But be
honest about why you'regoing. Is it
to see the poverty? Is it just to say
you went? Or is it so you can go
back someday, after all your educa-
tion and truly make a difference?
Don't just talk about it, be about
it.
Lauren can be reached at
padgettl@seattleu.edu
Beat yuppies at their own game
Sean Towey
Sports Editor
For months the situation has
been coming to a boil. Bloggers,
editorialists and the rest of Seattle
have been attacking each other over
the influx of the extremely wealthy
into the City of Seattle from the
surrounding suburbs. As apart-
ment buildings continue to fall in
lieu ofmore and more condomini-
ums, with names like "25 at the
Park" and "Consistently Screwing
the Poverty-Stricken", Seattle's mass
counter-culture has been struggling
to survive in the city that they have
largely defined.
The city has anxiously waited
for a spark to ignite those musical-
ly-challenged, Converse-wearing,
Pabst drinking Seattleites to action,
gathering themselves into one mas-
sive mob and attacking downtown
in WTO-like riots.
That little spark might just be
dodgeball.
Up to 100 people have been
playing dodgeball on one of the
tennis courts at Cal Anderson Park
Tuesday and Friday nights since
late-April and early-May according
to The Spectator ["Ready...Set...
Dodgeball!" Oct. 31]. Though the
games continue to garner popu-
lar support, the Seattle Parks and
Recreational Department may
throwa wrenchin the Seattle dodge-
ball scene.
In a recent interview with The
Stranger, founding member Christi
Steinbrink said, "All summer we've
been battling with tennis players.
They called the police and the parks
department [on us]."
Now, the dodgeballers have
to meet with Seattle Parks and
Recreation on Nov. 7 to discuss
whether or not they can continue
to use the tennis courts at Cal
Anderson to play dodgeball.
At the time of publication the
meeting had not taken place.
The battle lines have been drawn.
It's the tennis playing, cardigan
wearing, expensive car driving elite
against dodgeballers. In manyways,
this is a microcosm of the social
battle in Seattle right now. It's the
wealthy, law-abiding citizens against
The battle lines have
been drawn. It's the
tennis playing, cardi-
gan wearing, expen-
sive car driving elite
against dodgeballers.
Seattle's once vibrant, now maybe
dying, counter-culture.
The Seattle Parks and Recreation
Department must allow the contin-
ued use of Cal Anderson Park, or a
similar arena, for dodgeball. This ar-
gument goes beyond the definition
of "tennis courts" and their normal
use. This is a chance for the city of
Seattle to support a group ofsociety
they have previously ignored.
Seattle Parks Department spokes-
woman Dewey Potter summed up
the tennis argument in an interview
withThe Stranger, saying, "Generally,
tennis courts are for tennis."
However, how a public space is
used is not defined by its name. For
example, the basketball courts at Cal
Anderson are often used for Bicycle
Polo and a cornucopia of sports are
played on the soccer and Softball
fields at Cal Anderson.
The city ofSeattle has a responsi-
bility to allow the use ofpublic space
for all sports that the public plays,
not just the ones accepted by society.
Unless the city is prepared to cre-
ate dodgeball courts, bicycling polo
courts and ultimate frisbee fields,
it must allow for the various uses
that giant concrete slabs can serve,
whether or not nets are set into the
foundation.
Beyond that, according to the
Seattle Parks and Recreational
Department, there are over 140
tennis courts in Seattle that tennis
players can use. TheAmy Yee Tennis
Center has 10 indoor and four out-
door courts open to public use.
During winter, lighting is an is-
sue. Cal Anderson is attractive be-
cause the lights over the soccer field
illuminate the tennis courts as well.
Yet, there are five other facilities,
with over 36 courts, that are lighted
from the end of October until the
beginning ofApril.
The Seattle Parks and Recreation
Department needs to make it clear
that courts, even those with tennis
nets and basketball hoops, are still
only courts and open to any kind of
public use that fits within the con-
fines of the law. Tennis players will
have to cuddle up in their yellow
pullovers and wait for the dodge-
ballers to finish their game just like
dodgeballers have to wait for tennis
players to finish their game.
It is time for Seattle to support
the counter-culture that put Seattle
on the map.
Unless, of course, we want an-
other riot on our hands.






It's nice to attend a university
that practices what it preaches—
literally. Seattle University, founded
by Jesuits and still fundamentally
under the control of the Society
of Jesus, maintains a strong value
system while staying open to new
perspectives.
I understand that in a time and
place such as ours, constantly reeval-
uating our orientation as a Catholic
university is necessary. Judging by
our university's level ofacceptance of
diverse ideas and faiths, and the way
it inspires its students to do service,
however, it is fair to say that Seattle
U is just the right amount of Jesuit.
Either way, the school will be
doing a little soul-searching as part
of the strategic planning process
throughout the rest of this quarter.






I lie Catholic Identity task force, part
of the Strategic Planning Group, will
give its report toFr. Sundborg at the
end of this quarter.
Some other Catholic universi-
ties have also attempted to rede-
fine how they relate to their iden-
tification as Jesuit. Some schools,
like Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C. have been criti-
cized for losing a bit of their Jesuit
heritage and have set up task forces
like ours to examine the direction
of their schools. Overall, the level
of adherence to Jesuit principles
at universities in the U.S. runs the
gamut.
Recently, I spoke to Fr. Patrick
Howell, vice president of mission
and ministry, about the Catholic
Character task force that he chairs
as part of the Strategic Planning
Group. He said that most of the con-
cern coming from parents, alumni
and students with regard to the
school's religious affiliation involves
the school being too Catholic.
"Most anxiety is that there's an
over-emphasis of Catholicism, or
that we could become a religious
ghetto—just for Catholics," said
Howell. "People want to see us be-
ing more open."
But the truth is, the Catholic
character that Howell and the other
members of his task force will be ex-
amining is not, at present, an over-
whelming force on campus. Students
are not mandated to attend mass,
and enjoy the privilege of things like
co-ed residence halls. All they have
are the little reminders—like the
crosses that hang in the classrooms
of theAdminbuilding—of the Jesuit
presence that reinforces the school's
mission ofjustice and scholarship.
Most importantly, the school
fosters a broad array of ideas re-
garding faith and religion that
should not intimidate those whose
ideas might stand outside the Jesuit
framework.
One of this week's Spectator arti-
cles goes into detail on theresidents
of the Kolvenbach Community,
named after Peter-HansKolvenbach,
superior general of the Jesuits. The
students dedicate the year to doing
service in the community and liv-
ing in a tight-knit group, evincing
the values of the Jesuits that inspired
their effort.
As long as the Jesuit orientation
of Seattle University continues to
mold students like these, it is fulfill-
ing its promise for working toward
a just and humane world. In a time
where the prospects for justice and
humanity can seem bleak, that's the
last thingwe want to lose.
Chris can be reached at
kisselc@seattleu.edu
Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I just wanted to send in my comments as a four year reader of the
Spectator. First off, I would like to say that the Spectator looks better
than ever. The new layout is amazing. Currendy, I really do not like
the back page. I miss the Campus Voice. It was always fun to see an
interesting question that was usually seasonal, news worthy current,
or pop culturally current. The Devin Mcßrownin series is not inter-
esting at the least. Most of the random stuffon this page lowers the
expectations of the readers for the next issue.
Please bring back the Campus Voice to the colorful backpage. Even
revamping it so that the person doing it doesn't interview the same 5
people in the Campion Lobby. Get some faculty and staff involved.
Maybe evening doing a "Campus Voice" and getting toknow workers
ofBon Appetite since we see them at C-street everyday. You could
even highlight a member of the administration so that students who
would not necessarily work with this person has an opportunity to
know different faces on campus if ever they needed to meet them. For
example, highlighting Tim Wilson and his role and background and
how he relates to working with the student body.
Thanks and Please bring back the Campus voice,
Brandon Estrella
November 7, 2007 | the spectator 15
backwordspublicsafetyreports
Disturbance
October 31, 8:45 a.m.
Public Safety responded to
an unknown male yelling and
bothering students walking on
the west side of Logan Field.
The male had cleared the area
as Public Safety arrived.
Theft
October 31, 9:00 a.m.
A student reported to Public
Safety and the Seattle Police
Department that someone
took her purse while she was
in the Chapel of St. Ignatius.
Public Safety searched the




Public Safety responded to
a fight disturbance between
two non-affiliates, a maleand
female. The male knocked the





Seattle University staff re-
ported a male sleeping on a
couch in the Student Center.
Public Safety discovered the
male sleeping was waiting to
attend an Alcoholics Anony-




November 2, 4:45 p.m.
Public Safety identified a non-
affiliate who was bent over
bikes on a bike rack near the
Student Center putting his
hand on the wheel of one he
did not own. Public Safety
warned the male.
Malicious Mischief
November 4, 2:40 a.m.
Residence Life requested that
a floor lounge be secured be-
cause painters tape was put




November 4, 3:10 p.m.
Two co-ed students contact-
ed Public Safety saying amale
was following them on a city
street two blocks off campus.
Public Safety connected the
co-edto 911 and Pubic Safety
officers provided a security es-
cort. After the students were
escorted to campus and the
Seattle Police Department
later arrested the non-affiliate
male for trying to access a
residence in the neighborhood
and trespass warned him.
Hanson helps out TOMS with The Walk
In August, Blake Mycoskie founder ofTOMS—shoes for tomor-
row, partnered with independent band Hanson with a goal ofdeliv-
ering 50,000 shoes to children in South Africa, the first batch was
delivered last week. For every pair ofTOMS purchased another is
guaranteed to a child in poverty. The first shoe drop took place in
October 2006. This past September, Hanson launched The Walk
Tour in conjunction with TOMS shoes, not only to support their
new album "The Walk," but to continue fighting poverty and AIDS
in Africa. Last year, Hanson released their single "Great Divide" on
iTunes, all proceeds go to the Prenatal HIV Research Unit at Chris
Hani Baragwanath Hospital in Soweto, South Africa. At every show
Hanson encourages concert goers to join them, barefoot, in a mile
long walk to get a glimpse ofwhat one pair ofshoes can do for a child
in poverty. To join the effort, go to www.tomsshoes.com.
All photos by Julieanne Ignacio
Devin McBrownin: Vivace!
Part five of a nine part series
I haven't slept very well since finding out that
a leader in the church that has educated me for
my entire life is a robot. Now, I spend a ma-
jority ofmy nights wandering around campus,
constantly stepping over the hundreds offiber
optic cables andpower cords stretching from the
Engineering building to Fr. Sundborg's office.
I was returning to my dorm room when a
voice called my name. The shock of someone
knowing my name, let alone yelling it in pub-
lic, nearly made me faint. Turning around, I
saw my Orientation Advisor, Garret Dawson,
waving for me to come over toward the Chapel
of St. Ignatius where he stood with a group of
his friends.
"Hey, Garret," I said.
"Hey, Devin," he said. "Hey guys, this is one
of my small groupees, Devin."
"Hey, Devin," said the eight people, more
or less in unison.
"We're all going to Vivace for coffee, want
to come?"
"Sure," I said. It was better than walking
around by myself.
The group headed down 11th Avenue to-
ward Cal Anderson Park in groups of two and
three. Garret and I walked toward the back of
the group.
"I'mkind ofsurprised you decided to come,"
he said.
"Why?"
"Oh, no reason," Garret said, smiling. "So,
kind ofcrazy Fr. Sundborg is a robot, huh?"
"Yeah, kinda. I guess," I said.
About half of the group got in line to order
coffee when we arrived at Vivace, and the rest of
the group went toward the back by theridicu-
lous painting. I joined them after grabbing my
grande non-fat vanilla latte.
I realized all the chairs were in a circle facing
each other when I sat down.
"Is this some sort of club meeting?" I asked
Garret.
"Uh, yeah."
"Oh, is it weird that I came?"
"No, it's fine. Everyone's invited."
A girl with cute, short, spiked hair, an eye-
brow piercing, black hoody and Chuck Taylor's
began to speak.
"Okay, everyone," she started. "Welcome
to the first meeting of the Seattle University
Triangle Club!"
I shot a glance at Garret. He smiled, trying
not to laugh.
"Okay, like it says on the agenda, we're all
going to share our comingout stories," she con-
tinued. "Preferably, talk about coming out to
your parents. But if you haven't yet, just talk
about the first person you came out to."
I started sweating. I'm ridiculously awkward
in day to day social situations that I've expe-
rienced before. This was enough to throw me
over the edge.
Someone started telling a story aboutcoming
out to their mother, who accepted it pretty well
that night, but in the morning pretended like it
never happened and kept asking him when he
was planning on bringing a girlfriend home.
The talks were moving clockwise, and I was
only a few people away.
Though my father is not convinced, I know
I'm not gay. I've thought it over a lot, seeing as I
can barely talk to girls, and I know I'm not gay.
I have no problems with homosexuality, I'm all
for same-sex marriage and equal rights and all
that. I'm just not gay.
A girl told a story about telling her family
at Thanksgiving and her mother immediately
called their local parish priest.
One guy told his mom first, who proceeded
to cry for three days straight.
It was my turn. I finished my latte.
"I'm not gay!" I barked, panting heavily,
beads ofsweat dripping into my cup.
"We know," said the group, more or less in
unison.
"It's okay," said the leader. "We're really glad
you came." She smiled at me, and I started
breathing again.
Garret and I walked together on the way
home.
"I had no idea you were gay," I said.
"Really?" hereplied. "You sawme buy flowers
for myself two different times."
"I didn't want to assume anything."
Sean can be reached at
toweys@seattleu.edu
Editors note: The preceding is a work of fiction in an ongoing series about life at Seattle U. What do you think of the new back page of your
newspaper? Send your comments and suggestions to spectator@seattleu.edu. Previous Devin Mcßrownin articles can be viewed online at
spectator.seattleu.edu
